How are the historical and cultural monuments of Armenia, which are not
included in the main tourist destinations, disappearing?

The lack of active steps by relevant state bodies

Report presented based on a specific example, which is about the 19"-century oil mill in
the village of Dzithankov, Shirak Province, RA.

Still on October 23, 2022 we visited the settlements of Ani community, Shirak Province, RA with
our team of the “Collaborative Educational Projects” NGO, where, unfortunately, we witnessed
the deplorable condition of a number of historical and cultural sites, in particular, the one near
Anipemza, Yereruyk temple and its surrounding buildings, founded in the 4th-5th centuries and
the 19th-century oil mill in Dzithankov.

A few weeks after the visit, in order to find out what research has been done on the above-
mentioned monuments, what programs and projects exist for the restoration and improvement
of those monuments and how we, as a civil society organization, can help to solve the problem,
we called the “Scientific Research Centre for Historical and Cultural Heritage” SNCO to request a
meeting with the director or any employee competent in such matters.

The above-mentioned SNCO mentioned that a
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Harutyunyan, director of the “Scientific
Whdnu Research Centre for Historical and Cultural
Heritage” SNCO, asking to schedule a meeting
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The SNCO employee mentioned the day,
which we mentioned, is not convenient for
their director, and our request whether it is
possible to organize a meeting with another
employee of the SNCO, who is a specialist in organizing the restoration of historical and cultural
monuments, remained unanswered. We did not receive any response from that SNCO regarding
the meeting later. On December 16, 2022 we sent a request to Harutyun Vanyan, Head of the
Department for Protection of Historical and Cultural Monuments, Ministry of ESCS, RA, asking him
to provide information on the expected works for the preservation, restoration, improvement,




— tLELS NLUSHL dursnULErh
o> UnluuuulL 2uMauy

<4< Uwhdwbwnopngpiwl 42-pn L 51-pn honywblbph L «Stnblwungnipyuwl
wquwuingpwl Jwuhl= <2 opblph 6-pn hnnwdh hwdwdwyl’ pulnpnud BY
wpwlwnpty inknGynpndiltn.

«h:ﬁmwwumummwmmhwmmwwm
W

MGnliu 2022p. hnlpinGupbph 23-hu <<2wdwgnpbwlgw)hl Yppwlwl dSpwapbp>>
hwuwnpwlwlwl Guwauwltpynewl phund wigbiighup << Shpwyh Jwpgh Wuh
hudwibph  plwyuwyuwyptp, npntn, gwynp, whwluwnbu  Gnwlp Jh  2wpp
wwindwiwlnipuwihlt Ynpanubph widiuhpwn yh6wihl, funupp dwulunpuaybu
Ubhwbdquuh Unin gunlignn 4-5-pn nuiptpnwd hhulijws tptipnyph tiwéwph, hwpwijhg
Unpnnutnh L 2hphwlpadh 19-pn nuuph dhphwlh Jwupl t:

Gpubnptd  nbnbwndgoipinds npudwnpt  depnlzwg wwodwdwynupwhl
gnponubph wwhywldwl, Jopwiwlgluwl, pwpblwpquwl,  wlhpwdtizn
Ywhunpdwl vwpwutihp wzhuwinwlpltph Jepwpebpuuy, et wnwlwl nplt
Spwgpny Gwd wy phtwbuvwynpuwdp dmn wwwguynd  Gu bwhuwinGugwd
wfuwinwlipiph

dwJwlwlwagnig:
b nbwy WU, np wpu hwpgbph vwuhl gwllnepint thup hwpnlty pubwpybing
W‘&uﬂlﬂwm dunwlgnipjwll Shuwhtnwugnunuipuil YElnpnli» MNUS-h
nboptl” huughly <wpniggniywh htwn, nph huddwp ahunad th gpbp Jepnlgpug
Gwnnyght nbnlu 18.11.2022p-hL, uwluwjt Jhly opu hwlnhwdwl Jspwpbppug
unbnblwungnieintl (U uinwgl): Uw Le JeYy fubnhp £, np wbunwlwl ng walunpughl
Yuquwbnpwnipinul wptuwwnnu E hwly nbdhdng L wuhwnnpn E:
wwmmwwmwwwmumg wpywd ruwbilpunbtpl
3

<wipqulipny’
<<2wdwgnpdwlgwht Yppwlwl dpwgpbp>> hi-h Lwhiwgwh’ Lnthqu @nuipuwls



Alfred Kocharyan, the deputy minister of the ESCS, answered our request, noting that according
to the action plan 2025 of the Ministry of the ESCS, Yereruyk is planned to be turned into a
museum-reserve.

At the same time, he said that in 2020-21 the Ministry of ESCS of the RA ordered a project for
the study and partial preservation of the Yereruyk temple and, if funds are available, within the
framework of the medium-term expenditure plan, strengthening the walls of the Yereruyk
temple and the small mausoleum, restorating the Anipemza culture house and creating a
museum are planned.

Also, in cooperation with the "Armenian Heritage Development Foundation", "Upgrading of
signboards in the area of historical monuments: The ancient site of Yereruyk" was carried out
and it is planned to install 13 informational signs identifying the area.

Alfred Kocharyan, the deputy minister of the ESCS, did not provide any information about the
19th-century oil mill in the village of Dzithankov.
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On January 12, 2023, we also raised the issue at the meeting of the public council attached to
the Minister of the ESCS:
https://escs.am/am/news/15052

by transferring the photos of the Dzithankov oil mill to Alfred Kocharyan, deputy minister of the
ESCS, who expressed his willingness to cooperate to solve the problem.

On January 27, Lusine Igityan, an employee of the ESCS Ministry, sent an email to our
organization, which was the list of architects of the highest C class with their phone numbers and
that was the end of the cooperation of the ESCS aimed at solving the problem.
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It should be noted that the Ministry of the ESCS did not even show any interest in understanding
why the restoration of such a monument is important and what positive impact it can have, first
of all, for local residents.
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Alfred Kocharyan, the deputy minister of the ESCS, responded by stating that although the
Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Armenia attaches importance to the preservation of
unique historical and cultural monuments in the Republic of Armenia, including the 19th-century
oil mill of the village of Dzithankov, it informs that the settlement of Dzithankov is not a a major
tourist attraction and is out of he main tourist routes.
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What can be concluded from this answer, that if the Ministry of Economy of the RA informs that
the settlement, where the historical and cultural monument is located, is not a main tourist
destination and is out of the main tourist routes, this is a basis for the Ministry of the ESCS of the
RA not to undertake any work to save the monument from destruction. Here also, a question
arises, which of the state structures should think in the direction of developing new tourist
destinations in Armenia, creating an active tourist network in the entire territory of the republic,
which would enable the proportional development of all settlements: shouldn’t all departments,
each in its own way, have been involved in that case?

Mr. Kocharyan also informed that the Ministry of Territorial Management and Infrastructures of
the RA presented the attitudes of Shirak Province Governor and Ani Community Head that in the
near future studies will be carried out by the employees of the Community Hall and the
improvement of the mentioned monument will be included in the action plans of the community.
It should be noted that more than 4 months have passed since this answer, but there is still no
information that the promised works have been carried out by the Ani Community Hall.



Whether the Ministry of the ESCS, the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Infrastructure,
Shirak Province Administration of the RA are consistent in this matter. If the employees of all the
above-mentioned state bodies believe that the problem is in the field of the local self-
government body, the Ani Community Hall, are the resources of the Community Hall sufficient
to carry out such works? In addition, in our reply letter, we asked about the deadlines, but we

did not receive any response on this issue.
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Mr. Kocharyan also informed

that the construction,
repairing and restoration
works of the mentioned

monument are not included in
the medium-term
expenditure program "Fixing,
repairing and restoring
monuments" of the state
budget of the Ministry of the
ESCS of the RA in 2024-2026.
Here, a question arises, what
principles and criteria were
used to select which
monuments in need of
strengthening, repairing, and
restorating can be included in
the state budget of the
Ministry of the ESCS of the RA,
and which are not? Moreover,
whether the Ministry of the
ESCS has been informed
about the poor condition of
the 19th-century oil mill in
Dzithankov before our
organization raised the issue.
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On October 31, 2023, we received Mr.
Kocharyan's answer, which stated that
the medium-term expenditure
program  "Fixing, repairing and
restoring monuments" is formed in
accordance with the list of the level of
emergency of the monuments
compiled in the monitoring results of
the employees of the “Scientific
Research Centre for Historical and
Cultural Heritage” SNCO, as well as in
accordance with the policy and
priority of the Ministry. And the
employees of the “Service for the
Protection of Historical Environment
and Cultural Museum-reservations”
SNCO carry out monitoring of
monuments in the prescribed manner.
Taking into account the number of
monuments, the above-mentioned
SNCO carries out improvement and
cleaning works within its capabilities.

The Ministry of the ESCS of the RA is
ready to support the resolution of the
issue within the scope of its power. In
case of submitting a relevant project,
it will be discussed in the prescribed
manner.

From such an answer, it was not
understood which relevant state
structure is responsible for the
unresolved condition of the problem
and which structure should finally
solve the problem.
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answer, citing the observation of Alfred Kocharyan, the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of ESCS
of the Republic of Armenia that the medium-term expenditure program "Fixing, repairing and
restoring monuments" is formed in accordance with the list of the level of emergency of the
monuments compiled in the monitoring results of the employees of the “Scientific Research
Centre for Historical and Cultural Heritage” SNCO, as well as in accordance with the policy and
priority of the Ministry, therefore, we asked to send the results of all the researches that were
carried out by the “Scientific Research Centre for Historical and Cultural Heritage” SNCO
regarding the above-mentioned historical-cultural monument.

It should be noted that this time also the answer of Khachik Harutyunyan, director of the
“Scientific Research Centre for Historical and Cultural Heritage” SNCO, surprised us. Not only did
he not respond to our inquiry about the 19th-century oil mill research, he also accused us of not
knowing the administrative regulations of the SNCO he leads and not conducting our inquiry
according to those regulations, but no employee from that structure had provided us their
working regulations. Mr. Harutyunyan was also worried by our observation that the organization
he is in charge of, is working in an 'unconnected and closed mode.' Therefore, we considered it
important to substantiate the reason for our observation and return to the actual question again,
this time in the format of an application, as Mr. Harutyunyan preferred.
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The existence of those studies, where the roadmap for the restoration of the monument could
be clearly seen, could also help organizations like ours to seek funding for the restoration,
because the representatives of the state bodies have decided that the 19th-century oil mill of
Dzitkhankov should not be included in the medium-term expenditure program "fixing, repairing
and restoring monuments" of the state budget of the Ministry of the ESCS of the RA in 2024-
2026.

In Mr. Harutyunyan's answer, it was also mentioned that the certificate made in 1989, floor plan,
black-and-white photos can be provided after signing the contract and paying for the service.

In order to understand on the basis of which law and on the basis of which internal documents
the fees set for this service are formed, as well as to get acquainted with the price list of all works
necessary for monument restoration projects carried out by the specialists of the “Scientific
Research Centre for Historical and Cultural Heritage” SNCO, to find out what is the status of the
19th-century oil mill of Dzithankov, which state body is authorized and obliged to preserve and
restore the above-mentioned monument, what works have or have not been done in that
direction, what logistical, professional, other resources and funds are needed and to what extent,
we wrote another application to Mr. Harutyunyan.

<<'ﬂwmdwd2wl;mraw;hh dwnwqumwﬁ thwhbqunmwhmb tblwnpnlis>
MAUY-h tnbopbl’” uwshly Swpnupyncbywlhl
<<3wdwagnpowlygwihl Yppwlwb dpwanptin>>
hwuwpwwlwl ugdwhbpwniezwl

Lwhiwagwh Lnchaw @ndywlhg

Yhdned

Yhulinptd nLnwnliG] hwJdwwwunwuhowl optupn, wnhwynu@ywh nbwenud
<<"-1uzmdm:l';jml;nirc)u)Jh'Lx dwnwlgniajwl ShnwhbGunwgnunwlwl YEunpnl>> MNUY-h LEpghl
wil thwuwnweninpp Yud thwwinwpnerbnp, npnkn aluwlibpuydwd Gl menEYwundwlwl Uynipbn
mpwdwnpbine uwbnuwlwnpabpp b own dwnugnjwl hwdwp  uwhdwbdwd Ubwpltpp
buswibu Lwle inpwdwnpb] <<Nwndwiwlnipuhl dwnwlgnipjwl Shinwhbinwgnunwlwl
bELwnpnu>>  MNUY4-h Jwuliwgbinbbph ynnuhg hpwhwlwgynn hnipwnawbbbinh
Ubpwlwlabdwl bwhiwgdtph hwdwn wihpwdtwm pninp whuwnwliplibnh gbwgniguyp:

bd bwhinpn nhdnwh Jtp Lywwh nlubh 2hphwlpnydh 19-nn nwnph 7.72.12 ahphwbn, pwlbh np
guwilng, 7.72.11 ahphwlp sh wwhwwldb wEnwlwl hwdwwwnwuhuwl Jupdhbbtnh Ynndhg



Yhunnbd npwdwnpt] bwle <<Mundwdwinipwhl dwnwbgniejwl Shinwht nwignunwuwl
Ytluwnpnl>> MNUY-h Unnuhg hEnwgnunwlwl w2hiwnwleltinp, qbynyglbpn LEpenlpjuwih
Uepwpbpjwi
hy  Juwpgwyhbwy ntuh 2hrhwlpnyh 19-nn nuwnph 7.72.12 ahrahwlin:
N"n whnwlul ywnnygl £ hwanpdwd b wwpunwdnpdwd yapnbppwg Ynpnanh
wiwhuwwbneapwl, Jepwlugbdwl hwdwnp,
UhUs onu h'ls wohuwinwbpltip BU uwnwnpdb ud 36U buwwnwpdb) win niqnniejudp
Ynpnnh dtpwiwbgdwl hwdwnp h"uy Wnipwnbhibhbwlwl, dwubwghunwul, w)
nbuninulbp e Jhongubp U wlihpwdtow W h Uy swihny:
Ypuunpbd  Lwle Ubeplyuwjwglt] Ynennh  dbipwliwbgdwl  hwdwp  wbhpwdtin Shuwluwbul
hwadbwnynizncin:

24.10.2023
<<34>> hiy-h buwhuwguh’

Lnihquw @ndhspul

In his reply, Mr. Harutyunyan did not mention on which law and which internal documents the
fees set for the service of providing information are formed, he only mentioned the costs:

- one digital copy of the certificate - 7200 AMD (including VAT)

- a digital copy of the conservation zone project (if available) - 9,600 AMD

He also said that there are no studies on the 19th-century oil mill in Dzithankov, it turns out that
the organization he leads, which is authorized to carry out such research, did not conduct an
appropriate study.

In addition to that answer, it became clear that the biggest customer for such works is the
Ministry of the ESCS of the RA. What is understood from this answer, that the initiative should
have started from the Ministry of the ESCS, while the Deputy Minister of the ESCS Alfred
Kocharyan stated that the medium-term expenditure program "Fixing, repairing and restoring
monuments" is formed in accordance with the list of the level of emergency of the monuments
compiled in the monitoring results of the employees of the “Scientific Research Centre for
Historical and Cultural Heritage” SNCO, as well as in accordance with the policy and priority of
the Ministry.

All this just resembles a deadlock.
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if the aforementioned community hall had seen the importance of restoring the monument, it
would have already taken steps, while even the roads of the village are in a deplorable state.

- The respective SNCOs of the RA are waiting for funding to perform their work, here the
guestion arises, don't SNCO employees receive funding and salary for these works from the state
budget every month?

- The problem was also presented to the Prime Minister of the RA, Nikol Pashinyan, within the
framework of the question-and-answer session organized live on November 24, 2023 when the
citizens of the RA and compatriots of the Diaspora could send their questions to the Prime
Minister in the format of a video message to the WhatsApp number +374 44 900 800, from
November 17 to November 23.

Although the question sent by us was not published, it was mentioned by the prime minister,
live, that all the questions will be considered by the relevant departments and they will be
processed, and the person raising the question will be informed about it through WhatsApp.
More than 1 month has passed, but no relevant department has contacted us, although
considering the approaches of the state bodies to the problem and lack of specific actions based
on them, it would be difficult for them to have anything to add.

https://www.cep-org.am/wp-

content/uploads/2023/12/406275134 7284587351572040 4289607977639957346 n.mp4
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In the end, it is worth to add that by restoring the 19th-century oil mill of Dzithankov village, not
only the historic and cultural monument, which has a secular significance belonging to the 19th-
century, would be saved from destruction, but also the village could become an interesting place
for tourism.

It is possible to develop a new tourist destination in Armenia, the north-western direction, which
would include the settlements of Talin, Dashtadem, Mastara, Dzithankov, Anipemza.

It should be noted that the above settlements have the potential to become really interesting
tourist places.
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